Confidence While Communicating Speak-off Awards

This award was first presented in 1973. Grange Insurance is the current sponsor of this award. Confidence While Communicating is a NAIW (International) educational program designed to teach the skills necessary to prepare and deliver oral presentations. The course is conducted at the local association level and graduates can participate in a local speak-off. At each level of competition, the candidates are required to deliver a three-minute prepared speech and a one-minute impromptu speech.

Local winners and Members-at-Large proceed to the council competition, where a winner and runner-up (see Note) are selected. The winner and the runner-up at the council level receive a certificate. Council winners proceed to the regional competition, where a winner and runner-up (see Note) are selected. The regional winner receives a plaque and the runner-up receives a certificate presented by a representative from Grange Insurance. Regional winners then proceed to the International competition, where the winner receives an engraved plaque and a $500 check during the awards ceremony at the NAIW (International) Annual Convention.

Confidence While Communicating Speak-off Rules

(Council, Regional and International)

IMPORTANT: Under no circumstances should the completed judges’ forms ever be shown or given to the contestants or any other NAIW (International) member. The judges’ forms must be destroyed immediately after the winner is determined.

Contestant requirements

Each local association can enter one candidate in the state Speak-off. Each Member-at-Large within the council may apply as a candidate in the Council Speak-off. Only council Speak-off winners are allowed in the regional competition. Members with dual membership can represent only their association of record. However, in states where no Council exists, or if a Council does not host a CWC speak-off, each local association within that state/council, may submit one

candidate to compete in the regional competition. Each MAL in that state/council may also submit an application to compete.

Submission Deadline: The Regional Vice President must receive all applications for the Regional Speak-off by the end of the business day on December 10th. (Deadlines are strictly enforced.)

· Contestants must be graduates of the NAIW (International) CWC course or the Insurance Institute of Canada’s public speaking course.

· Application forms must be returned to the indicated individual (council director or regional vice-president no later than the indicated deadline).

· Prior Toastmasters/Toastmistress training is permitted.

Time and penalties

· Each contestant gives a three-minute prepared speech and a one-minute impromptu speech.

· Each contestant is prompted as follows:

· For the 3-minute speech, a prompt signal is given at 2 minutes, 45 seconds.

· For the 1-minute impromptu speech, a prompt signal is given at 55 seconds.

· One penalty point is assessed per second for prepared speeches of more than 3 minutes, 15 seconds and less than 2 minutes, 45 seconds impromptu speeches of more than 1 minute, 5 seconds and less than 55 seconds

· Contestants can use notes, but cannot have a written text. Ten points are deducted if a contestant reads the speech.

· Contestants cannot have a timepiece at the podium.

Topics

· Prepare a three-minute speech on one of the following topics as it directly relates to the insurance industry or your involvement with NAIW:

· claims

· current property/casualty issues

· current life/health issues

· one of the following: education, networking, or legislation

· The impromptu topic is a word, phrase, or question and is announced after the Speak-off begins.

Council Speak-offs

· Council Speak-offs are optional. However, when held, all regional rules apply.

Judge Selection

· No current of former member of NAIW (International) shall be used to judge at any level.

· No employer of a contestant shall be used to judge at any level.

Awards

· The regional winner receives a plaque and the runner-up receives a certificate.

· The council winner and the runner-up receive a certificate.

Alternate contestant

· The regional runner-up should be prepared to attend the international convention if the regional winner cannot attend.

· Guidelines and procedures are available from NAIW (International) Corporate Centre.

IMPORTANT: The Regional Vice President must receive all applications for the Regional Speak-off by the end of the business day on December 10th. (Deadlines are strictly enforced.)

Eligibility

IMPORTANT: (5/2002) Once a member receives the Regional CWC Award they may not apply for that same regional award for three calendar years. Previous International Award winners are not eligible to compete for the same award.

Official CWC Speak-off Scoring Sheet

Contestant __________________________________________________ Region/Council ___________

Points for prepared   Point range         Points for Impromptu

speech

A. Introduction

      Interest
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Purpose 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

B. Body

      Clear ideas 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Ideas supported 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Audience identification 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

C. Conclusion

      Effective summation 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

D. General

      Material in reasonable order 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Subject/theme emphasized 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

Speech Presentation

A. Platform techniques

      Poise/confidence 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Posture 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Gestures 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Audience relationship 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

B. Vocal techniques

      Pitch/quality 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Pace 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

      Enunciation 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

C. General

      Sincerity/Enthusiasm 
________________ 
1–5 
________________

Total Points 
________________ 
________________

Prepared speech

1. Deduct 1 point for each second over 3 minutes, 15 seconds (3:15) or under 2 minutes, 45 seconds (2:45).

2. Deduct 10 points for any speech that is read.

Official time 
_____________

Penalty points 
_____________

Impromptu speech

1. Deduct 1 point for each second over 1 minute, 5 seconds (1:05) or under 55 seconds (:55).

Official time 
_____________

Penalty points 
_____________

Tie-breaker points

Please score contestants from 1–10 on OVERALL performance. (These points are used only if a tie occurs.)
